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Projects for Summer Reading 
 
Students must select 3 options from List A OR 1 option from List B. 
 
List A 
Directions for Logs – (Shorter options – pick 3) 

 Write about 200 words or more for every entry (this is minimum effort). In 
graphic options, be sure to do quality work. 

 Write in blue or black ink or type your entry. 
 Typed logs must be double-spaced. 
 6+1 Writing Traits must be used for each entry. 
 Directions for each log must be included on each page. 
 Write a Work Cited entry for the novel you have read. 

  
Character Reaction 
I really like/dislike____________________ (a character in the book) because . . . 
Give several reasons supported with specific examples of what the character does or 
says.  
 
Analyzing Reality 
A part that seems truly possible in your book title is . . . 
Explain why it is realistic or totally believable by providing specific examples.  Include 
the page number(s) of the part you are discussing.  
 
Putting Yourself in a Character’s Shoes 
If I were ________________________ (character) at this point, I would . . .  
Give specific actions you would take and provide sound reasoning for those actions.  
  
Retelling a Scene 
Pick a scene and retell the events from a different character’s perspective.      
Identify the scene, the character and how the scene is different in your retelling. 
Imagine you have entered the mind of that other character.  You can write the scene as if 
you are that character recounting the events.  You may want to use dialogue.  
 
Character Comparison 
Compare/Contrast one of the characters with someone you really know.  Use specific 
examples about appearance, actions, personality, likes/dislikes, vocabulary, etc.  Support 
your examples with citations from the novel (page number). 
 
Advice Column 
Describe one of the problems faced by a character and write advice for him/her. You may 
choose to be serious or humorous. Use the letter format common to a newspaper advice 
column where the person with the problem writes for advice and the adviser writes back. 
Often, the person seeking advice "disguises" his or her name with a descriptive name 
associated with the problem.  
 
Character Sketch 
Write a character sketch describing your favorite character.  Tell what the character is 
like outside (age, gender, hair, etc.) and inside (personality).  Pay more attention to the 
internal qualities of your character than to the external qualities. You may also draw a 
picture of this character if you wish. The drawing is in addition to the written sketch.  
 
 



Meaningful Quotations  
Quote 2-3 passages that you really connect with. Include the page number found in 
parentheses. Explain what makes those quotations/passages so meaningful to you.  
 
Fortune Cookies 
You are dining at a Chinese restaurant with 5 characters from the novel.  On that 
particular night, the fortune cookies are amazingly appropriate.  Tell what each fortune 
cookie said and why it was especially fitting to the character who received it.  Don’t forget 
to include yourself! 
 
Which Character Is Coming to Dinner? 
Invite one of the characters from your novel to dinner, explaining why you chose that 
character above the others.  Next, write a note to your mother telling her that you have 
invited someone to dinner.  Describe the person to her; include a few dos and don’ts for 
her to follow so that your guest will feel at home. 
  
 Postcard to a Character  
 Create a postcard for the novel following the directions below.  

o The postcard is written from you to a character in the novel  
o The stamp represents the setting  
o The address is to a specific character in the novel  
o Message includes one really important incident and 5 details  
o Some specific indication of your opinion of the book is included  
o Tack on a postscript (P.S.)  
o The picture side has an attractive drawing with the title of the book and 

the author’s name.  
 
Staging a Novel 
Describe the setting of your novel.  Design a stage for a scene as if it were being 
presented as a stage play.  Use a top down view (bird’s eye) or the view as seen from the 
audience. List your cast of characters from the novel and pick current actors or actresses 
to play those roles.  Also note if costumes will be needed for each character (describe 
them). 
 
Illustrator 
Make six or more cartoons or drawings that show the major events in the story.  Below 
each, write a brief explanation of each scene. 
 
Illustrator/Designer 
Design costumes for the characters.  Based on characters’ physical descriptions and 
novel setting, design costumes the characters would wear.  Below each design write a 
three to five sentence explanation as to why this particular costume would be most 
appropriate for characters in the novel. 
 
Poet 
Rearrange a passage from a “FOUND” poem.  Find a particularly effective description or 
bit of action that is really poetry written as prose.  Rewrite it.  Leave out words or skip a 
sentence or two, but arrange it to create a poem. 
 
Write an original poem that illustrates the theme(s) in the novel.  The poem must be 
either seven stanzas minimum (4 line stanzas) or twenty-five lines written in a different 
poetic format.  In addition to writing the poem, you must also submit a written 
explanation of how this poem uses 3 of the 6+1 Writing Traits to convey the theme(s). 



 
 
Interview 
Interview two characters from the novel.  Prepare questions you would ask the 
characters.  Answer the questions in the characters’ point of view.  . 
 
 
 
List B 
Longer Options (pick 1) 

 Write about 700 words or more for your choice 
 Write in blue or black ink or type your entry. 
 Typed logs must be double-spaced. 
 6+1 Writing Traits must be used for each entry. 
 Directions for the log must be included on the first page. 

 
Literary Analysis and Positive Review  
In an analytical essay (at least 5 paragraphs), explain why this is the best book you’ve 
read this year.  Include literary information, such as writing techniques (ideas, 
organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions), plot structure, 
characterization, symbolism, setting, imagery, and so on.  Be sure to include specific 
references to the novel (direct quotations) to support your ideas (citing the page 
numbers on which the quote is found).  Explain your personal interaction with the book 
or the impact this book has had on you or your life.  Finally, describe why you think 
others should read the book. 
 
Thinking Bigger – Historical /Biblical Context of the Work 
After finishing your novel, research the historical/biblical setting of the work.  What is 
the historical/biblical significance of the book?  Specifically study the author’s 
background, the setting (time period, place), and the society in which the story occurred.  
In an analytical essay (at least 6 paragraphs), develop the relevance of these elements to 
the novel you read.  Use your research and specific references (quotes) from the work to 
draw conclusions about the significance of novel.  What was the author’s purpose in 
writing this story?  What did you personally gain from reading this book? 
 
Casting Director  
Imagine you are the casting director for a film version of the novel.  Decide who would be 
the actors and actresses.  Include photos and descriptions of the stars and explain why 
each is a “perfect” cast for the part.  Write a proposal to convince the producer of the film 
of the selections. 
 
Cartographer 
Design a literary map of the author’s works and life.  Use references, biographical and 
autobiographical materials (articles, books, interviews) to create an informative and 
colorful map.  Your sources must be documented in a Sources Used paper with entries 
cited using MLA documentation. 
 
Set Designer 
Construct shadow boxes illustrating two climatic scenes in the novel.  Submit a written 
explanation  (see above parameters for writing information to include) of how these 
shadow boxes illustrate your idea of how these scenes were portrayed in the novel.   

 
 



Multimedia (below are 6 different video/multimedia projects; select one) 
Video the major events in the novel.  Submit a written cast list and script for the 

video.  Explain in the video why these events were the ones chosen to video. Word count 
for the written component of this assignment (script and cast list) must be minimum of 
700 words. 
 
              Create a short film based on the “style” of the novel.  In addition to the film, 
submit an analysis of the film describing the style selected from the novel and explain 
using examples from the novel to explain how the film parallels the particular sections of 
the novel in which the style is replicated.  The analysis submitted must be a minimum of 
700 words. 
 

Create a multimedia campaign promoting the novel to future readers.   In 
addition to the multimedia campaign, a written proposal must be submitted that 
explains how/why the idea to promote the novel was selected.  The proposal must also 
include why the types of multimedia were selected to promote the novel and a detailed 
explanation must be included of why this proposal will be a better venue for promoting 
the novel to its prospective audience.  The proposal must be a minimum of 700 words. 

 
Expand on a theme from the novel and create a short documentary film based on 

that theme.   A typed explanation (700 word minimum) must describe which theme was 
selected as the basis for the documentary.  The written component must also cite 
examples from the novel that parallel the film’s theme.  The written component must 
also explain how this media best shows the theme of the novel and its impact on the 
character (s) and/or conflict within the novel. 

  
Using iWeb, create web site for the characters or for places in the novel. The iWeb 

must also include a written component of this:  a brief biography of each character is 
required.  A list of the setting of the novel is to be included in the iWeb as well as a “tag” 
of the conflict (s) within the story. 

 
Using Garageband, write the soundtrack to the novel.  All original music must be 

composed.  A written explanation must accompany the soundtrack.  Provide rationale for 
each song selected on the soundtrack that parallels either a theme/conflict/situation in 
the novel.  A title for the soundtrack is also required.  An explanation of how the title of 
the soundtrack is to be included in the written paper.  The written explanation must be a 
minimum of 550 words. 
 
 
 


